MARLBOROUGH
The Bishop was startled at the perfection of the forgery.
" I am very much amazed," he said, " to see my hand so well
counterfeited; all the difference is they have done me the
favour to write it finer than I can : otherwise I acknowledge
it is so like that I verily believe I myself, had I seen it in
another place, should have been apt to doubt whether it
were of my writing or no. I am confident it might, upon
the first blush, deceive the best friends I have/'
Here Godolphin intervened, and his friendly purpose is
easily discernible. " My Lords," he said, " I am very well
acquainted with Archbishop Bancroft's hand, and here it is
almost exactly counterfeited," He added that the Earl of
Marlborough's hand had been so well feigned in a letter
that had been written by Young himself that it was very
difficult for his most intimate friends to observe any
distinction.
Young was now brought before the Council.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM (taking up the association and showing it to
Young) : Did you not give this paper to Blackhead and order
him to put it in a chimney in the Bishop of Rochester's house,
and into a flowerpot, if there were any ?
YOUNG : No, I never desired him to carry it thither, or to put
it into a flowerpot.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : What say you, Blackhead ?
BLACKHEAD : Mr Young did give me that paper, and directed
me to leave it in the Bishop's house ; and if I could, to put it in
a flowerpot in some room; which I did, in the parlour.
YOUNG : There is no such matter.   I absolutely deny it.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM, LORD SYDNEY, AND OTHERS OF THE
COUNCILLORS : Why, then, did you give us such express direc-
tions to send and search the flowerpots among other places in
the Bishop's house ?
YOUNG : I said nothing of flowerpots. I bid you take care
that the Bishop's person should be exactly searched; because
when he went abroad he carried the association about him;
when he was at home, he put it in some private place, for fear of
surprise. Perhaps I might say, in the chimney.
THE COUNCILLORS : Nay, we all well remember, you par-
ticularly mentioned the flowerpots.
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